Paterson-Passaic County-Bergen County HIV Health Services Planning Council

Planning Council – Minutes

Tuesday, April 6, 2010 

The Brownstone

1:30 pm 

	
	Highlights
	Follow-up
	Responsible

Party
	Outcome
	Open
	Closed

	Roll Call
	Meeting called to Order at 1:45pm

Complete/Quorum established – 15 members, 4 alternates and City Attorney Thomas Ludlum were present
	
	
	
	
	

	Approval 

of 

Minutes
	Motion 1:  Minutes of March 2, 2010 meeting approved as presented 

Motion 2:  Amend minutes to reflect that a)  K. Walker also attended the January CAEAR Coalition Meeting, b)  S. Scheuermann was elected to the CAEAR Board of Director and is working closely with the NJ Aids HIV Planning Group, currently review case management and standards
	
	
	Motion 1:  Moved by K. Walker; seconded by P. Tenebruso; failed

Motion 2:  Call for vote to accept as amended 18 Yea 0 Nay


	
	

	Report 

of the 

Chair

Report 

of the Grantee


	· Chairman F. Rodriguez mentioned his enthusiasm about the upcoming New Member Training, schedule for April 12 – 14 and encouraged everyone who can attend to do so 

· L. Smith mentioned the possibility of her Alternate attending on her behalf

· The completion of the changes/revisions to the By-Laws is currently in progress 

· C. Correa distributed copies of the Grantee Administrative Office Report of March 2010

· refer to your copy of the report for reference
· Reported on the partial award amount; S. Scheuermann mentioned the total amount being $4, 273,783 which includes MAI

· The application process with the Federal Government starts in October and it is around March that announcements/awards are executed.  This year, however, we received a partial award and the remainder of the award will be received during mid-April.  There are three (3) parts to the award; Ryan White Part A (Formula), Supplemental and Minority Aids Initiative Part A (MAI)

· A letter was disseminated to the entire membership regarding the New Member Training Session (April 12-14)
	
	
	
	
	

	Committee Status Reports

Committee Status Reports


	1. Planning & Development Committee

· Per K. Walker, the March meeting was cancelled due to area flooding, it has been rescheduled at which time the group will a) address priority setting and timely coordination of tasks, b) review comprehensive plan – 1st Quarter 2010, c) review draft of MSM special population report and draft PLWHA quality report, d) progress on oral health, e) Case NJ HIV Planning, task force does not exist and f) review Cultural Competency Task Force activities 

· Per J. Dillard, the March meeting of the Cultural Competency Task Force was also cancelled.  The group’s most recent activities include working to resolve a working definition of “cultural competency”, review of  existing standards and tailoring those standards to fit their needs or adopting them with modifications

2. Community Development Committee

· Per Leta “Najmah” Anderson, the group will be working on reviewing the membership category list, a few new applications and discuss any addition of members 

· P. Tenebruso, C. Tobias and herself will schedule a meeting to review the Committee’s goals, objectives and tasks as stated in the Comprehensive Plan.  They will determine what is completed, on-going and to be continued. The group will review the Client Surveys, which will need to be restarted along with other tasks that are considered maintenance and any other items that result from the next Steering Comm. Meeting. 

· She reported that during the group’s most recent discussion on April 6, C. Correa described and reviewed the various acronyms that are referred to in the Comprehensive Plan. 

· Her concern with not be able to establish a quorum with the Committee was mentioned, as some people (such as A. Williams) who are both a Committee member and PC member have a record of not attending PC meetings, let alone Committee meetings.  She stated the importance of knowing the availability of members, suggesting the necessity of making phone calls (which is allowed and even encouraged).  

· Per J.  Dillard, those who are Committee members and PC members are not required to attend PC meetings 

· Per. C. Tobias, the case with A. Williams calls for a recommended removal, however nothing can be done without the Mayor’s decision.  Once a PC member is absent three (3) times, their name is supposed to be brought to PC and a decision is made about sending a recommended removal to the Mayor.  

· Per C. Correa, A. Williams does intend to return.  He has been dealing with personal circumstances.  He confirmed receipt of all meeting materials to date.  
	
	
	
	
	

	Networking and

Community Check-in
	· Per K. Walker:  The NJ Governor’s new budget, currently in draft form, has proposed changes to the ADDP Program.  The change would lower the income level for eligibility and not assist with co-pay.  The NJ HIV Prevention Planning Group formed a small task force, drafted letter to the Assistant Commissioner that suggests the changes should not occur.  It might be necessary to sign letters and make calls on this matter, which is time sensitive.  

· Regarding the eligibility issue, the question was raised, if the current eligibility factor is 500% of poverty and the level is lowered does it mean less people are eligible.  Answer:  Yes

· C. Correa stated that each region follows suite with the State and if the change occurs they would have to either embrace the change or keep it at the current level. 

· Advocating is going on to allow the State/Federal Government to fund the Syringe Exchange Program.  This Program is still referred to as a “pilot program” in the final report.  Statewide, there are 5,000+ people enrolled and the order of syringes on a monthly basis is 10K - 11K. Jerome and K. Walker will meet with Mayor to report the same information.  

· Per J. Dillard, utilization last year for drug reimbursements created challenges 

· shared CAPCO report; information on the social and medical services available; general membership meting schedule

· Mentioned an April meeting report on Project Change &  Health Relations Curriculum (educate and increase awareness related to when/how of status), meets 2nd Wednesday of each month, treatment & care issues, upcoming presentation by pharmaceutical companies

· S. Scheuerman restated the award amount ($4,273,783) which includes MAI.  Regarding the NJ Governor’s new budget for the HIV community is below the radar, there is a lot going in the radar

· asked everyone to sign on; heard from representatives that the current amount of responses has been the smallest since 2006; important to respond emails and follow the links; involvement makes a difference. 

· G. Kelly asked for clarity as to the representatives contact information; L. Anderson did not receive info and/or is unfamiliar with the process

· www.hyacinth.org sign up for action alerts/updates

· Per L. Smith; how/if providers collaborate; patients going to different places for diff things, from one place to another; location problems (i.e, cannot go to Bergen County)

· Per K. Walker; pharmaceutical companies visit agencies, doctors, hospitals, clinics and offer to bring someone to that site to educate staff and clients; companies don’t necessarily collaborate with pharmaceutical because these companies know who the services providers

· Per M. Brown; pharmaceutical companies visit St. Joe’s once a month

· Per C. Correa; recognize the need and encourage providers to serve as one-stop shop; providers who request funding work better when they can outsource and when they can provide a wide range (they get better rating);  council to work on goals and plan to identify number of activities to get from consumer feedback (lacking), quality comes back to council; the consumer advisory task force on hold until further guidance from Steering Comm.

· Quality Mngmnt. Team meets monthly - made up of all clinics, providers, State Reps., PC members and others; strategic discussions for decisions/recommendations; must be constantly reminded 

· L. Smith expressed the privileges of connecting with CAPCO and Hyacinth 

· Rev. D. Ramson mentioned the need to bring more consumers to the table; information about rebates 

· Karla of Hyacinth shared information about a partnership program and research project for English-speaking women 18+ years old, living the general Paterson area, who could receive  $250; they would take info back out to their communities 

· Per S. Scheuerman; flyers for April 13th fundraiser event; May 1 – AIDS Walk  

· Hyacinth event May 17th 9am sign-in 

· Announcement of from public – NY AIDS Walk; poster distribution for offices
· Per J. Robinson; importance of people/members being able to focus on their own health first; avoid overloading themselves; consumers can easily get bogged down with their other involvements and forget to put health first; all other wants/needs should be second (cable rebates, etc); he educates the public at every opportunity (church, bus stop, drugstore) about outreach services; be more aggressive in sharing info w/public 

· Importance of getting all or as much information out to the public

· Moment of silence; included a moment of silence for West Virginia coal miners 


	
	
	
	
	

	Old Business

New Business


	None

None 
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting Closure

Next Meeting:  
	Motion to adjourn 

Meeting concluded at 3:30 pm 

Tuesday, May 4, 2010

Location: Brownstone in Paterson, NJ
	
	
	Motion to adjourn by J. Dillard, Seconded by P. Persaud – All agreed 
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